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PREACH D, Be. 


" Galdtjavs VI. 1 


As we have therefore. opportithity, 
let us do good unto. all Men, ęſpe- 
cially to thoſe that are of the hou , 
bold of Faith, . 


N theſe Words * acts commer 1 
to us a peculiar Character of Chriſtianity, | - 5, 
The Univerſality of Love, Kindneſs, and | 1 

Charity we ought to have for one another. By 

the Jews all other Nations beſides themſelves, 


were e accounted Heathivas and Infidels ; By the 
Tay 
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Greeks and Romans all the reſt of the World 
were thought Barbarians; and under theſe 
Characters were not Jean? d worthy, either of 
their Care or Compaſſion. Tis a Goſpel Cha. 
rity alone, can extend it ſelf, as far, and wide 
in all its Benefits and Advantages to Men, as 
the Principle of it its ſelf is extended, viz, The 

Unbounded Love of God to Mankind. 
The Segullah, i. e. The peculiar Privileges 
vouchſaf d to the Jewiſh Nation, gave them 
ſuch Narrow and Confin'd Notions of them- 
ſelves, that they thought themſelves the only Fa- 
vourites of Heaven: For this the Lord does of- 
ten chide them by his Prophets. Thus Moſes, 
Deut. Ch. 3 2. v. 21, They have moved me to jea- 
louſie with that which is not God. They have Pro- 
voked me to anger with their vanities. And I 
will move them to jealouſie with thoſe which are no 
people, in their Eſteem. I will provoke them to 
anger with 4 fookfb Nation, as They think 
them. 
Thefe narrow Thoughts our Saviour repre- 
hands by the Parable 887 the Good Samaritan; 
and. this ſelfiſh. Opinion did ſo far contrac 
the Jewiſh Charity, 1 45 it led them even to 
the Nen of chat Natural Piety they owe 
7 their | 


he ow of the ang y. 


their Parents, whenever they could make a Præ- 
tence of Corban for it, for which our Saviour 
rebukes them, Mark J. 11. 


Since therefore tis a Chriſtian Charity alone 
which can truly anſwer the Nature and End 
of that Duty, I ſhall upon this Solemn and 
Opportune Occaſion . , to your Conlide- 
ration 


I. The Univermal Nature and Duty of 
Charity. As you have opportunity, do 1 
unto all Men. 


II. The Reaſon of the Apoſtles 3 9 
_ e to Thoſe of the houſhold of 


J. of the 'Univerkal Nature and bh of 
Chriſtian Guarity, | 


G Notions: are too > apt t to ne the 
Univerſal Nature and Duty of Charity to 
the Particular Duties of Alms- giving and Re- 
= living the Poor and Diſtreſſed; Now, though 


the che particular Duty of Alms giving, and re- 
A” ds liering 


. 
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lieving the Poor and Diſtreſſed, has à ſufficient 
Foundation in the common Principles of Hu. 
manity; For Pity and Compaſſion are Natural 
Affections which will move us upon the Diſcovery 
of any miſerable Object; and therefore. is it 
upon that Principle very commendable. Nay, 
though in the common Eſteem of Chriſtian Pra. 
Qice, it ſeems to have engrols'd to its ſelf the 
whole Notion of Charity; yet is Chriſtian 
Charity in its true nature, a Vertue of muck 
larger Extent. For St. Paul tells us, 1 Cor. 13; 

3» Though ] beſtow all my goods to feed the Poor, 

and have not Charity, it profiteth. ine nothing. 
There may be therefore a miſtaken Prin- 
ciple to direct our Practice in this Duty: Or, 
there may be falſe Motives to lead us to it; and 
when there are ſo, tis not a Chriſtian Charity, 
A Phariſaical Oſtentation may make us blow a 
Trumpet, to ſpread our + own Fame among 
Men; and when it does fo, it gives us not God 
Reward, but our own ; For when all the Aim 
and Deſign of the Action is-ntendedionlyiiTo be 
ſeen of Men, by this means wWe gain that En 
and He who has all that he intended, has no rea- 
ſon to expect more: 1004 off Naüve 
1 bes ain als 10 N e 
| Again, 
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Again, An over Superſtitious Opinion of the 
Work may be ſufficient to deſtroy the Charity 
of the Action, for our Saviour has taught us 
to believe, that when we have done All we can 
we are {till to account our ſelves unprofitable 
Servants. There is nothing we can do, can En- 
gage God to give us the Reward by way of Due; 
but we muſ} acknowledge the Ability of the Per- 
| formance to be owing to his Grace, the Reward 
of it to his Bounty. Th 


And therefore Chriſtian Charity muſt be a 
Principle of more Univerſal and extenſive Influ- 
ence than this or any other ſingle Chriſtian Duty 
can be. It muſt indeed be ſuch a Principle as 
is able to Guide and rightly direct this and all 
other Chriſtian Duties whatſoever, under which 
Notion we are now to conſider it, as it is a 
Principle which has an Univerſal Influence upon 
all our Chriſtian Duties. 


When the Inquiſitive Lawyer in the Goſpel 
ask'd our Saviour Which is the great Commandment ? 
Matt, ch. 22.v. 36. Our Saviour {aid unto 
Him, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with all 


A Sewn a 4 1 


thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all th ih 
Mind This 1 the Firſt and great Command ment; 
and the Second is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love 10 
Neighbour at thy ſelf. On theſe two Command. 
ments hang all the Law, and the Prophets. Aſtri 
external Obſervance therefore of all the minuteſt 
Punctilio's of the Law, which this Lawyer boaſt. 
ed of, was not we "4 in our Saviours account, 
a juſt Obedience to the Commandment, if that 
Obedience. was not honeſtly directed by an Uni- 
verſal Principle of Love to God in the firſt place, 
and to our Neighbour in the Second. 


And to ſhew us yet further the Univefil ex · 
tent of Chriſtian Charity, when the ſame Lawyer, 
as it is recorded by St Luke ch. 10. v. 3 6. ask d our 
Saviour, who 1s my Neighbour | Our Saviour An- 
ſwer'd him with the Parable of the Good Sama. 
ritan, to ſhew him, that thoug h the 175 any 
; deal. 


Samaritans were {uch Nations. as hac 
lings with one 1 1281 in Prtiible and 
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From hence therefore we may learn what the 
true Foundation of Chriſtian Charity in relati- 
on to our Brother is. It muſt not be built upon 
a vain Oſtentation or deſign of gaining Praiſe 
and Efteem to our ſelves ; nor yet upon a bold 
preſumption of any thing that may be Meritori- 
ous in the Action. It muſt not be confin'd to 
the narrow bounds of Kindred or Acquaintane; 
but muſt be extended as far and wide, as is the 
Product of God Almighty's Love, the Univerſal 
8 race of Mankind, who becauſe they are his Off- 
ſpring, are therefore our Brethren, and by that 
means are by him conſtituted the Objects and 
Proxies e DOK HEFES 


For if we conſider, as St. John tell us, in his 

1 Ep. ch. 4. uv. 16. that God is Love, If we 
conſider further that by Love we were Created, 
by greater Love we were Redeem'd, theſe conſi- 
| derations ought to be ſufficient to convince us, 
That the Gracious Communication of ſuch a 
Divine Principle muſt or {ſhould have a great and 
forcible Influence upon our Nature, 'It ſhould 
excite and ſtir up our endeavour to Imitate 
that great love and kindneſs of our Maker in ſome 
— a 
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proportionable Communjcations of the like 1 ove 
and Kindneſs to ſuch as may, ſtand in need of it 
from us, Tis the End for which that Principle 
was planted in us, tis what our Maker expects from 
us. And therefore when upon the natural Scheme 
they give it us as a Principle. That Man is bory 
a ſociable Creature, That Principle is really no 
more than the conſequential Efficacy of the 
Communication of This divine Love and Good. 
neſs. That's the Inclination unplanted in our 
nature to a mutual good Will, and to the Exer- 
ciſe of mutual good Offices. Thus far even thc 
natural Scheme will lead. us,. and. ſeems to lay a 
Reaſonable and a Solid Foundation for an Vai 
verſal, and Extenſive Love and Charity. 


But when we conſider the Pale Love of 
God in the Redemntion of Mankind; an AQ of 
Love as much above our Merit, as it was beyond 
our Expectation, ſor nothing but the ſame Love 
which nil d it, could poſſibly have deſign'd it; 
this will ſtill give us further light and ſtronger 
Arguments ro * our Chriſtian Charity upon 4 
firm and true Foundation. For if we conſider 
that it was Sin, which made the firſt Breach, not 
only between God and Us, but even among 


our 


| our N 3 
Fightings among you ?. 45g St. e f "Odds they 


not hence, even from Jour Luſts that war in your 
| Members ? Ch. 4. 1. The Conſideration cer. 
tainly of that Divine Love, which wrought the 
Reconciliation for Us with God, ought to \ heigh- 
ten and Improye the like Love, and Charity 
among our Selves. | 


Can any one deſp iſe. the Poor, the Captive, : 
and the Opp reſsdꝰ 5 he conſiders that his 
God and Saviour redeem'd him from the greateſt | 
Indigence, and trueſt Slavery; - from. the Want 
of ſaving Knowledge, and from the heavy Bonds YL 
and Chains of Sin. Can. any one hate even an 
Offending Brother, when He conſiders that His 
God and Saviour came to Reconcile him to Him- 
ſelf, even then, when he was f of the 
orcateſt Offences ?. N 


The. - whale: deer n ** Chriſtianity carries 
ecrery where with it, 15 uch an Univerſal Appearance 
of Love and Goodneſs, not only to wretched but 
undeſerving Creatures, that he 'who will Ack 
upon the Princip les of Chriſtianity , muſt neceſ- 
anly, þ be led £6. all. the ACts of the fame love 


and 
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and 1 And he who acts the contray, 

W whatever he may. profeſs, is. any thing: but a 

true Chriſtian, ma who ays be Loder Gol ant 

hates his Brother St. TR tells us i a 9 0 9985 
e ch. 4x v. 20. 3 
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enn wende vol ak. 4 6 trla Win! Whit; is | 
6) the True Foundation of a Chrr int Charity, it 
is not a ſingle Duty, a narrow or confin'd Prin. | 
ple, but, an Umferſal and Extenſive duty of | 
Religion ariſing frotn the'C Obligations we are 
BFA we lye Iker, to our great Creator, and 
: and our Gracious Redeemer, and therefore teaches | 
us to love God for his own ſake, to love our 
Brother for God's Sake. It is 4 Principle which 
| carries an Univerſal influente through all our 
1 Chriſtian Performances; for Hays St. Faul, 1 cu. 


ch. 13. d. 1 


af | 
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1 Though I. ſpeak with the Tongues of Men 
| „and of Angels, and have not Charity, Jam 
e become as ſounding Braſs, or a Tinckling Cym- 
„bal. Though. I have the Gift of Prophecy, 
« andunderſtand all M yſteries,and all Knowledge; 
c and though T have al Faith, ſo, that I could | 
« remove Mountains and have not Charity, I am 
— Nothing. 


the Sons of the Chrey. 


Nothing. Though I beſtow all my Goo to 


« he burnt, and have not Charity, it e me 
ic Nothing, 


It is therefore 2 a Pine ple as is is abſolutely 


Spirit 3 it is ſuch a Principle as is a neceſſary 
ingredient for the Completion of all our 


of our Bliſs hereafter; for when Faith and Hope 
are done. 670 Feb, 6 even then abideth Charity, for the 


greateſt of. Al ib Charity. From conſidering 
therefore. the Nature of ſuch an. Univerſal 1 


conſider, 


| 284 128 7 * 851 | 11 art | 55 rn 
Sch, „The Reaſon of the 
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« feed the Poor, and though I give my Body to 


neceſſary to the right Guidance and Direction of, 
even the greateſt Gifts and Graces of the Holy 


Chriſtian Offices and Duties here, and ſuch 2 
Principle as will attend us, to the Conſummation 


Exalted Vertue, proceed. we in the ag Wes tO a 


The R. Apoltles zelffieti | 
on of it here. a Eſpecially t to thoſe ff the ee 
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bs is very Cblerbable that the ent flat « con- 
ſequence of Diviſion amongſt Chriſtians, is and 
always bas been, the Breach of that common 
Charity which ought to ſecure and ſupport the 
common Faith. That Faith which was once de. 
liver d to the Saints, not that which every New. | 
fangled Opinion would obtrude upon us as ſuch, | 
For the dividing Parties to Vindicate themſelves, I 
and ſupport their Credit amongſt thoſe they 1 
have deluded to their Party, are of neceſſity ob 
lig d to charge thoſe they divide from, with 
ſomething that is Erroneous or unchriſtian, ei. 
ther in Opinion or Practiſe, to ſecure themſelves 
againſt the charge of cauſeleſs Separation, and 
therefore where ever the Fault lies, we are ſure 


to find the Blame thrown upon 
the Orthodox. | 


phe” is the natural. 1 of that . 
blenefs which we always find,attends a Separation, 
for being taught to believe, that there is but one 

Communion of Saints, one Holy Catholick 
Church, ſince Diviſion deſtroys Unity, the d- 
wading Party muſt have ſomething to ſay, to 
ae, their Adverſaries Pretenſions to that 
1 Unit) 


ä ro ne 


_—_ = 7 „e 
TT —_— . 
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Telly and aſſert their own. This RO js 18 
founded upon fo plain an Evidence i in the Matter 
of Fact, that we may venture to Appeal to the 
Hiſtory of all the Separations that have been 


made from tlie Chriſtian Church ge its m- 


Eſtabliſhment, 125 the Truth of it. 0199] 


RB | o I 
«th } 5 
. i +3 = 
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teten. 


It Would be too eddi to Fe the Dodudion 
here; and therefore Tſhall only obſerve further, 
that This Unchatitableneſs, Which noveflarily 


follows, and. flows f from the v very Nature of 5 
Separat! ion has occaſion'd to the Chiirch of Chriſt, 


whenever. they had a ſufficient Power for it, 
though not always as bloody, yet as bitter Per- 
ſecutions as ever the Pagans gave it. For thus 
every Party ſets up for the one Church, and 
think themſelves oblge to deſtroy the Pretenſions 
of all others; and while they thus endeavour to 
make good their Title to the Houſhold of Faith, 


bet Diſorderly and Diſobedient Servants in 


it, and loſe the chief Characteriſtick of true 
Diſciples, For by this (ſays our Saviour) ſhall 
all Men know that Ye are my Diſciples, if you have 
lov; One for Another... 
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and yet even x this Enmity mult not gba 
the Univerſality of a Chriſtian Charity. We are 
commanded to Love even theſe Enemies, to doe 
them all the Good we can, and with. a Spirit of 
- Meekneſs correct the Fierceneſs and Fury of 
their Enmity againſt Us. And yet we muſt take 
care that this Charity do not Vis the Cauſe of 
God and of Religion; for we are-commandedal{q 
to contend earneſtly for the Faith which was ona 
deliver'd to the Saints, and therefore. in this Caf: 
our Charity muſt not extend its ſelf to ſuch | 
Latitude as may make us Partakers with them | 
in any of their Errors. Nor muſt, it lead U 
into any guilty. Complance that may 1njure 
the Faith we are engaged to Support, even oh 
Contention. 


| This fhews 1 us the Reaſon of ſome PRE: 

in the Exerciſe of our Charity: and. thereforc 

if we can but fully apprehend what the Apoſtle 
here means by the Houſbold of Faith, we may 
better underſtand the Reaſon of this Reſtrictin 


In this E Epiſtle St. Paul 40% 8 Taraly reprehenl 


| che Galatians Tor being deluded by falſe Tun 
0 


ie Sone E the Clergy. . 


remov d away unto another Goſpel, which ls 
« not another, ſave that there be ſome which 
trouble you, and intend to pervert the Goſpel 
« of Chrifh But though We or an Angel from 
« Heaven, Preach unto you otherwiſe than that 
| & which we have Preach'd unto you, let him be 
« Accurſed. ''As we ſaid before, fo ſay I now 
« again, if any Man Preach unto You otherwiſe; 
« than ne 1 have receiv d, let Him be Ac- 
* curled, e CITE M02 e eli 76) 
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So that this | Epiſtle was Written upon a Con- 
rroverly which St. Paul had not with the Unbe- 
liering Jews, but with pretended Chriſtians ; for 
they pretended” to the Golpel, though they did 
not Preach it Honeſtly. So that Faith, though 
it have many Significations f in the New Teſta. 
ment, yet throughout this Epiſtle is chiefly taken 
for thei Goſpel State, or the Rule or 2 of 


— 48 CHI was — 49 Wh. — 9 


ed to from the deen of Works. 

1 Falch « 3 in 1 this a for 8 Law 
of Faith, the Golpel State, or Eſtabliſhment of 
C 2 Ho Chriſti- 


m ch. 1. v. 6 75 8, 9. * 1 marvel ye are wy ſoon q 


true Onthoddi: Chriſtianity , in oppoſition to 
| the Righteouſneſs, thoſe falſe Teachers rh 
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3 and his Apoſtles, as a Sacietynacti ng-adcording to 


and employing many Servants in the Order 


as a Kingdom; and — in Oppoſition to the 


vants. Sometimes as an Hole, an Houſhold, 


whoſe Houſe we are. And therefore is he ſaid 10 
hath builded the Houſe, hath more Handout than the 


the Maſter of the. Houle: entruſts his $6rvants 
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Chriſtianity, is repreſented. both by d our Saviou; 
the Laws and Rules perbit them dometimez 


Earthly Rule or Dominion of Temporal Prince, 
it is call'd the Kingdom of Heaven; ſometime, | 
as a:great| Potentate enjoying large Poſſeſſions, 


and well diſpos'd Management of it, where thoſe M 
Who are Diſorderly, and Diſobedient, ſuch x 
ſay, This is the Heir, come let us kill him and 
take Poſſeſſion for our ſelves; when the Lord 

comes are caſt out and deſtroy'd asi wicked Ser. 


or Houſnolder: thus in the Text. S0 gl{o Heb, 
3+ v. 6. Chriſt is as: the Son over! his: own Flue, 


have more Glory than ane; inaſmuch. as he w 


Houſe: So alſo! in the Parable df the Talents 


with their ſeveral ſhares according t hys onn 
Diſpoſition, and expects from tliem un Accaunt 


of their Management; and we find the Unproir 
ww Servant 1 yy caſt! Quit. 141 440 14 { 4:64 e 
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der'd Society; where Faith, if it will be ſuch as 
of the Society. We mult continue. not only in 


Faith... 


This 18 wipkinly. 4 Apoliley'n meaning a1. this 
Form of {ps ch, as may appear ſufficiently from 
what has been before':obferv?d, viz. That this 
Epiſtle was not Written againſt the Unbelieving 
Ar, but againſt ſuch as were really Chriſtians, 


your ro pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt, and therefore 
thou ugh they pretended to the fas lag were not 
I mh, rer , 0. of Fait 1 DH 
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10 thels indycd: chere isa Charity due, we 
ak to wiſh) them well, and do any ching for 
W net , them in the Evil 
of their! Schiſm, and * 3 us the Reaſon 
of 


Now all chicks ta are laid before 
Us, to let us {ee that the Church of Chriſt, or. 
State of Chriſtianity, is a Regular and well or- 


becomes this Society, alt wack to Act in 
Conformity to the Rule, Order and Diſcipline 


the Apoſtles Doctrine, but Fellowſhip too, and 
thoſe who do 8 are not of this Houſhold of 


but yet pong troubled by ſome, ſuch as did endea- 
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- are ſet over them in the Lord. 


all the Good we can, but this Charity muſt be 


Fellow Labourers in the Kingdom of Chriſt, 


| tration; Theſe Ceremonial Laws were given 


quir'd for the Redemption of faln Man, and 
mation of Miſtaken or Corrupted Law, whe- 


ples before his Aſcenſion, that all Power was 
given him both in Heaven, and in Earth, and 


11. 


"of the Ap oftles Reſtriction, we are to do them 


extended more eſpecially to thoſe who are of the 
Houſhold of Faith. For theſe are truly our 


theſe are Brethren that dwell together in Unity; 
ſuch as keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
of Peace, ſuch as know how to Obey thoſe who 


For the Law of Chriſtianity was not deli 
ver'd to the World as the Law of Moſes Was, 
Fenc'd and Guarded, and Secur'd by particy- 
lar Rules and Conſlitutions exactly calculated 
for even the minuteſt Punctilio's of its Mini. 


the Jews, as our Saviour tells us, for the hard. 
neſs of their Hearts. 


But our Saviour having * all that "Ou re. 
deliver'd all that was Neceſſary for the Refor- 


ther Natural or Poſitive, declares to his Diſci- 


de 


"the Sons of the C Clergy. Y. 


of the Holy Ghoſt. 80 that the Subſtantial 
art of Chriſtianity, the Foundation being 
6x'd and laid by our Saviour himſelf, the 
| Circumſtantial part of what might be neceſſary 


| Worſhip, was left to the Prudential conſidera- 
tion of thoſe to whom he had granted a ſuffi- 
cient Power, for the Building, Planting and 
Erecting Churches; and promis'd to be with 
them and their Succeſlors to the End of the. 
World. Theſe were they who were ſet over 
Us in the Lord, and thoſe whom We were 
commanded to Obey, as being thus ſet over 
Us. | | 6 | | „ 7 FO 


a famous Inſtance of St. Paul, for when he had. 
corrected the Miſtakes of his Schiſmatical Co- 


Ekuchariſt; He concludes with theſe Words, 
Other things will I ſet in Order when, 1 come. 


is « took. 


deriv'd that Power upon them, Wich ide 1 


either for the Decency or Purity of Divine 


And the Uſage of this Authority we find in 
rinthians concerning the Celebration of the 


| 1 Cor, ch. 11. v. 34. Upon which Words 
Beza himſelf gives this Note. © Such Things 
| * as pertain to Order, as, Place, Time, Form 
0 * of * and other ſuch like the Apoſtle 
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Maniteſily finful; for nothing leſs can excuſe 


” 1 * 


. 
n. 


took Order for in Congregations, accor ding to 


4 the Conſideratien of Tires, Places and Per. 
has conſtantly own'd, and what the Church of 
England aſſerts in her Twentieth Article. The 
Church has Power to Decree Rites and Ceremo- 
nies. And therefore only thoſe who Add in 


Obedience to this Authority can properly be 
ſaid to be of that Houſhold of Faith which 
was Inſtituted by our Saviour the great Maſter 


of the Family, Propagated by his direction, and 
Govern'd under his Influence, _ 19376 


is true theſe Governours are now, and 


| have been ever ſince the Apoſtles days, Men 


that are Fallible, lyable to Error, and may be 


Guilty of Miſtakes in their Commands. Ant 


in this caſe we have'a good Security allow'd us, 
We are allow'd ſuch a Judgment of Diſcretion 


as will direct us to obey God rather than Man; 
for the Higheſt Authority upon Earth can never 
oblige me to fin againſt God Almighty. But 


then that Judgment of Diſcretion. muſt be 
built upon ſure and certain Grounds, The 
Thing commanded , muſt be Evidently; and 


the 


the Dons: of t he Clerg J. 


the Diſobedience. And therefore | in things br 
in indefferent Nature, where only the Honour, 
the Uniformity and Decency of God's Worſhip 
are concern d; though the things thanlFs, 
may be m their own Nature Indifferent, yet 


thole who upon theſe Accounts divide the- 
Unity of the Church of God, though in the 
Account of ſome Mens Charity, they may in 
a large Sence, be ſaid to be of the Houſhold of 
Faith, yet are * Diſorderly and Diſobedient 


Servants in it. 


By this then, We may underſtand the Reaſon 


ritable Chriſtians becauſe ſtill Brethren. Vet 
is it more eſpecially Due to thoſe Members of 
the Houſhold of Faith, who under a due Sence 
of Chriſtian Humility and Obedience, Act in 
Conformity to the Rule and Order and Diſci- 
pline of the Houſhold. Theſe are thoſe who do 
more eſpecially require, our Love and Charity, 
Our 8 And Compalhon for them. 


when they are once Commanded, the Duty of 
Obedience is not Indifferent. And therefore 


of the Apoſtles Reſtriction here; though there 
18.2 Gre due to all Men, to Men as ſuch, to 
Chriſtians as Brethren, To miſtaken Uncha- 
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for Them. e a 


As we know *ts founded in the Love of God, 


of theſe, though it carries the hardeſt Appes- 


Sons, or at leaſt True Servants of that Family 
to a nearer Office and Adminiſtration in the 


to Inſtruct others, ſhould let their o-] n Pa. 
ing is not ſo much to conſider Charity in its 
Principle or Speculative Notion, as to Exhert 


ſel Ves in all the Acts of Benevolence, ' Beneh-: 


the Other hears with Patience; ds apt to- In- 


A Sermon preachd before 


unn. 


And now Men Brethren, and Fathers, 1 
hope I may beg leave to beſpeak, you all a; 
ſuch Members of the Houſhold of Faith. True 


and Houſhold, which God will! own for His; 
We are all the Sons of Clergymen, Men call' 


Houſe of God: And therefore It cannot well 
be ſuppos'd, that Thoſe whole Duty it waz 


milies want that knowledge which is neceſlary 
The Occaſion therefore of our preſent Meet. 


one Another to the Uſe and Exerciſe of It. 
ſo we know it muſt be exercis'd among our 
cence, and Brotherly Correption, The laſt 


rance, yet when duly. exercis'd is an ufeful 
Charity. When One Reproves with Meekneſe, 


cline 


"the Sons of the Chr . 


each other, and Engage them both in all 
the good Offices they can perform for one 
Another. 


But the more eſp cal At of Charity, 
we are at preſent eng d for, are the Acts 
of Benevolence and Beneficence. We are 
in a more eſpecial manner, Brethren; and 


that mutual Good Will among us, that may 

make us meet in the Houſe of God as Friends, 
| and Unanimouſly concurr in all our Endea- 
vours for the Glory of God and the Afliſtance 
of our diſtreſſed Brethten. 


En God Almigkty 8 Gm to the 
ems Deut. ch. 1 5. v. 11. Becauſe there ball 
arcs be ſome Poor in the Land, therefore 
| Icommand thee - ſaying thou ſhalt open he Hand 
wide to thy Mur, #0 * Needy „ and to thy 
Poor in the eats 


| Rich, ſome Poor, was, we {ce the Work of 


7 — both to a Mutual good will = 


the Deſign of this Meeting is to cultivate 


This Aiſles of Iiferent rilates, Nik 


| Providence even in a Land flowing with 
w D 2 Milk 
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7 Sermon praachil lar 


and Charity, and withal the i Com: 


abi © Be them. | 


wars * 


Milk and Hony, therefore we need make 
NO Apology for the Number of Poor Obj jeds 
we meet with in this Society. Eſpecially if 
we conſider an Expenſive Education, to pre. 
pare and fit us for the ſacred Employment ; 

'The Ob ligations. we lie under. to . the Expe- 
Ctations o& the World, both for Hoſp pitality 


petences allow'd for the Support of Them; 
Which in the beſt are hardly more than Suff, 


cient; but in the Moſt are in no wiſe anſwer 


And if to chat) -we 4 that. even theſe 
Emoluments are Perſonal, and die With the 
Poſſeſſor, it may ſeem more a Wonder, that 
we ſhould. meet with ſuch a flouriſhing 
Appearance. here, willing, and able, % 
ready to give Relief, than that we find. ſo 


many that may want it. But the Bleflings 
of God muſt be acknowledg'd;z and. then 


they may encreaſe upon us, as wWe are not 
without ſufficient "Ground to hope the 


PE. 


S nz Pas 


For when the Royal Bounty of our Great, 
Rey" Good and Gracious Queen ſhall appear 


Noble as it is in, its Deſi gn. When the 
ſhining Example ſhall have ach! an  Influ- 


Looſe all our. hands, for the like Bounty. 


the Collect of this Week; 


in its Effects 48 Prince- like „ Generous, and 


ence as to Encourage others to the Imita- 
tion of it; for the Kindneſs of our Legiſla-· : 
ture has not only enabled her, but has let 


We may then find a Goodneſs that is 
now Fetter'd. and Confin'd by narrow Cir-- 
| cumſtances , break out in Glorious Vertues, . 
and bring down the Bleflings of Heaven, in 
a ſtill more plentiful manner, upon Our 
Church, Our? Queen, Our Hand and all 
of Us. And therefore let us conclude all 
with that Prayer, which is appointed for- 
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